
BOOK CLUB QUESTIONS FOR TILL TAUGHT BY PAIN BY SUSAN COVENTRY 

1. As Caroline cares for her terminally ill uncle, she muses: Uncle Wade might be the man 

the world would remember, but surely, it would be a better place if more men were like 

Uncle Kit. How do you think she means this? Do you think she takes this to heart? Do 

you agree with her? 

2. Caroline’s upbringing taught her to defer to men, and her nurses’ training reinforced the 

message. How might this have shaped her response to William’s addiction? Do you see 

examples of resistance to that message? 

3. Dr. Welch and Dr. Osler were aware of Dr. Halsted’s addiction, although all indications 

suggest that his secret was well kept during his lifetime. Physician impairment is a 

significant modern-day problem as well. How much responsibility do you think 

physicians have to report colleagues struggling with addiction? Do you agree with 

Caroline that it is different for a wife? 

4. When trying to get Halsted into treatment, Dr. Welch thought that for a man like Halsted, 

an appeal to the scientist would be more effective than an appeal to the heart. Where do 

you see evidence of each of these influencing his struggle against drug abuse? Was one 

more effective than the other? Why or why not?   

5. At one point, William says that Osler can be discreet. At another, Osler says that the 

doctor-patient relationship is privileged. Was Osler right or wrong to betray that privilege 

in his “secret history of Johns Hopkins Hospital”? What purpose does the belated 

revelation serve? 

 


